








WHEREAS, with municipal electric utilities being limited to offering fiber optic services
only to their electric service tertitories, local governments are severely restricted in their options
for providing high speed fiber optic broadband services when incimbent providers are providing
inadequate service; and

WHEREAS, the current statutory limitation that restricts municipal electric utilities to
providing fiber optic broadband services within their electric service territory can prevent a vital
and essential service from being available to local citizens based solely on which electricity
provider serves their home or business; and

WHEREAS, if the current statutory limitation that restricts municipal electric utilities that
provide fiber optic services to their electric service territory were removed, local governments
and their utilities would have more options as they decide how to best meet their communities’
need for access to high speed broadband Internet; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of ‘Commissioners of Jefferson

County, Tennessee, meeting in session on the 16th day of November 2015, in Dandridge,
Tennessee, as follows:

SECTION 1. That the Board of Commissioners of Jefferson County, Tennessee, affirms that
local governments, potentially through their public utilities, should be able to decide locally how
essential services should be offered and how to meet critical infrastructure needs.

SECTION 2. That the Board of Commissioners of Jefferson County, Tennessee, affirms that
the local elected leadership and their local utilities are best equipped to decide how essential

infrastructure and vital services should be offered to citizens, ratepayers, residents, and
businesses in their counties.

SECTION 3. That the Board of Commissioners of Jefferson County, Tennessee, requests the
statewide delegation to the Tennessee General Assembly support legislation to allow local
communities and their municipal electric providers to decide locally what is best in regards to the
broadband services offered to its citizens by removing the current statutory limitation that
1estiicts muincipal cleciric ulllities’ abilily o provide fiber opiic broadband services 1o its
electric service territory. '

SECTION 4. That upon approval of this resolution and its signing, the Board of
Commissioners of Jefferson County, Tennessee, directs the County Clerk’s Office to mail a copy
of this resolution to Jefferson County’s State Representatives and State Senators.

SECTION 5. That this resolution shall take effect upon passage, the public welfare requiring
it.
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Date of Adoption by County Commission: S/ 7 ’Z 015

RECEIVED

Date Received by County Mayor:

NOV 17 2015
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Voice VOTE WITH No oPPesTioN

Votes: 5\7‘ / O
Abstain
Approved: ( Zvy / /Z A’%/QdﬁN

Attest: ; S/ ////Q/oblf

Approved: A Date: / / =7 7 -/ 'S
Alan Palmieri, County Mayor
Vetoed: Date:
Alan Palmieri, County Mayor
Veto
Override
Votes:
Yes No Abstain
Veto
Override: Date:
James E. Carmichael, County Commission Chairman
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